COURSE INFORMATION
Mr. David Thibodeau








           Chemistry – College Preparatory

dthibodeau@smithfield-ps.org









               Room 144
Extra help available daily 1:45-2:00 or by appointment
This information is for your use so that you may understand the requirements for you to have a successful year in chemistry. Included is course information and the laboratory safety agreement. Please read and sign both parts with a parent and return to me as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please email me at the address above or call me at the school at (401) 949-2050.
Smithfield High School Mission Statement
Smithfield High School graduates will possess a common core of knowledge and skills to become life-long learners, analytical thinkers, effective communicators, and productive members of the global community.
Overview of the Course

Chemistry is a challenging course designed for college-bound students. A good work ethic, motivation, and consistent effort are requisites for success. 

Chemistry focuses on the structural basis of how different particles of matter interact. The main topics of study are: instruments and measurement techniques as well as collecting and interpreting data, atomic structure and its relationship to the chemical and physical behavior of particles, the organization and characteristics of the elements, bonding interactions among particles, structure and behavior of molecules, types of chemical reactions, and quantitative relationships among substances in chemical reactions. Students are expected to work cooperatively and safely in the laboratory and write high quality lab reports designed to show proficiency in the chemistry concepts.
The following concepts will be covered in Chemistry I: composition, properties, and reactions of matter; chemical and physical behavior of solids, liquids, and gases; atomic structure; chemical formulae and equations; nuclear reactions.
Course Connection to the Mission Statement
This course is intended to build upon basic chemical principles learned in grade 9. It is the goal of this course that students gain a strong understanding of how chemistry is an integral part of our lives, from consumer products to the inner workings of the human body. Problem-solving skills learned in this course will better prepare students to think critically and analytically.  
	Course Title: 
	Chemistry College Preparatory

	Grade Span Expectations:
	PS1-1a, b, aa, bb, PS1-2a, PS1-3a, b, PS1-4a, b, c, aa, bb, PS2-5a, b, aa, PS2-6a, b, c, d, e, aa, bb, bbb

	Content Standards:
	S1a, S1b, S1c, S4e, S5b, S5e, S5f

	Applied Standards:
	PS, CT, R,C,E

	Academic Expectations:
	1.0-1.5, 2.0-2.4, 3.0-3.1, 4.0-4.3

	Common Core:
	MP 1-8; RST.11-12.1-10; WHST.11-12.1-2, 4-10

	Next Generation Science:
	PS1-1-8; PS2-6; PS3-1-2, 4; PS4-1, 3, 4; ESS2-5-6; ESS3-2; ETS1-2-3


Assessments
Students are assessed using exams, tests, quizzes, laboratory assignments, projects, and reading assignments. Students are also required to show proficiency by successfully completing 4 Common Tasks. A Common Task is department-designed essential learning activity that measures student proficiency in a subject area through the application of key skills or concepts. They are listed below:

	Course: Chemistry College Preparatory

	Grade Span Expectations
	NEASC Standards
	Applied Standards
	Content Standards

	CT 1 – Observing a Chemical Reaction


	PS1-1a
	1.1, 2.2
	PS,CT,R,C,E
	S5e, S5f

	CT 2 – Types of Chemical Reactions


	PS1-1a, PS2-6a
	1.1, 2.2
	PS,CT,R,C,E
	S1a, S3d

	CT 3 – Endo- and Exothermic Reactions


	PS2-6b

	1.0-1.5, 2.0-2.4, 3.0,3.1,4.0-4.3
	PS,CT,R,C,E
	S1c, S5f

	CT 4 – Periodic Trends


	PS1-3a, PS1-3b
	1.0-1.5, 2.0-2.4, 3.0,3.1,4.0-4.3
	PS,CT,R,C,E
	S1c, S5f

	End of Course Exam


	PS1-1a, b, aa, bb, PS1-2a, PS1-3a, b, PS1-4a, b, c, aa, bb, PS2-5a, b, aa, PS2-6a, b, c, d, e, aa, bb, bbb
	1.0-1.5, 2.0-2.4, 3.0,3.1,4.0-4.3
	PS,CT,R,C,E
	S1a, S1b, S1c, S4e,

 S5b, S5e, S5f


****Parents please be aware that SHS National Honor Society students are available for tutoring several times each week immediately after school. Any student having difficulties is welcome to get additional help.
Required Materials

binder


scientific calculator


textbook 

                lined paper (preferably college ruled)

pencils/pens

folder
Attendance and Tardiness
Good attendance is critical for success in chemistry class. Poor attendance has a negative effect on a student’s grades. Students who miss chemistry often have difficulty due to the cumulative nature of the class. Every effort should be made to avoid missing class time.  Students must obtain missed notes and assignments from the teacher and/or the lab group.
Students are expected to be on time to class. Detention will be given if the student is late without a pass.

Grading Policy
Students are graded on a point basis.  Tests, labs, and common tasks are weighted more heavily and are worth more points.  Homework assignments and short quizzes are worth fewer points. Brief quizzes will be administered approximately once per week.
In order for students to have the best opportunity to succeed in chemistry, all students have the ability to revise or “redo” any assignment. Students wishing to revise an assignment must meet with me in a timely manner and submit the original assignment signed by a parent. Students wishing to retake an assessment must make an appointment with me before or after school. Assessment retakes will cover the same material as the original, but the format and content may be different at the discretion of the teacher. Both the revised and original assignment will be used to determine the student’s growth of knowledge and to assign a final grade. Students are allowed to revise as many assignments as they deem necessary.
Homework is carefully planned and assigned so that students can practice the skills taught during class in order to be prepared for tests, quizzes, and other assessments.  Homework is considered practice; students are encouraged to check their answers in the answer key.  Any questions may be addressed during or after class. Students who choose not to do their chemistry homework are not properly practicing their skills, and will therefore be unprepared for assessments.  Students should be spending an average of 20-30 minutes per night, at least 4 nights per week, on their chemistry homework/reading.  However, the amount of time it takes each student to grasp the material does vary.  

Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty occurs when a student obtains information in an unauthorized manner and this information is then used to affect that student’s grades or the grades of others. This will not be tolerated.  Parents and students should be aware that if students are caught copying or cheating, a file will go into their permanent record, and cause damage to their reputations.
Classroom Behavior
Students are expected to follow all established school rules. Handbook policies will be strictly enforced. Students are expected to behave respectfully at all times and to pay good attention to the class lesson. Any student who distracts other students or who prevents the teacher from teaching will receive any one or more of these disciplinary actions: verbal warning, relocation of his/her seat, assigning of detention, removal from class, call to parent, conference with parent and/or assistant principal. Lavatory or locker should be used before or after class. The student agenda should be used any time that a student must leave the room. Students are not permitted to use personal electronic devices in class unless directed by the teacher.
Please Do

· bring all required materials to class
· be on time
· bring a positive attitude
· respect yourself and others
· follow all laboratory safety rules
Please Don’t
· bring food, drinks, or electronics to class

· distract others

· talk out of turn
· wear a hat or other distracting items
I have read and understand what is required of my child for chemistry class.
Parent Signature: _______________________________________     Date: _____________   Parent’s Email: ______________________________
Student Signature: ______________________________________     Date: _____________
